1730] French Regime in Wisconsin

tion, for from that time they secretly sent out of their forts, The
old men, the women, and the Children that they might fly in
advance of them, the warriors only remaining to face us until
night, of whose protection it was natural for us to presume that
they also took advantage to withdraw. On the following day,
which was the fifth of onr Combat, we observed Ravens alighting
in their forts; this left us no doubt that they Were no longer
there, and Induced us at the same time to go there without
distrust. We found that they had fled somewhat precipitately,
inasmuch as they had left behind them a portion of their effects
and all their apakois (of which they generally make their Cab-
ins).* T at once resolved to retire to my post, Taking with me
all the Puants, whom I left on the Way at la Baye, where they
Established themselves in a fort.

Some time after my return, the folles avoines came to speak to
me with a Collar and some branches of porcelain, saying: “My
father, thou Knowest that we have always kept our mouths
closed until now Regarding the cowardice and black perfidy dis-
played against us by the puants in Delivering our brothers to
the Renards to be eaten, because thou hadst begged us not to
take revenge for it while we Were in their country and in a posi-
tion to do so; but today we ask thee as a favor to permit us to
destroy them while they are here near us.” I told them at
once that T would willingly consent were it not that the Matter
seemed to me to demand considerable attention and that, as T
was About to start for Missilimakinac for the purpose of dili-
gently informing their father Onontio of everything that Had
happened from the day of my arrival among Them to that of
my departure which would shortly take place, I begged them to
defer the destruction of the Puant until their father onontio
had himself decided it; and that by doing so they would con-
vince me of their good dispositions and perfect obedience.

They also told me, Monsieur, that after the Blow they had

1The apaquois were mats made of reeds, which most of the Wis-
consin Indians used in making cabins, and for many other purposes.
See Wis. Hist. Colls., xvi, pp. 366, 368, 369, 374.—EDb.
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